36  CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter advising the King in Council as to the decision to be
__L   taken on appeals from the colonies. From this right to
admit appeals from colonial courts exceptions can be
made only by imperial legislation; no such exception
has been made in the case of Canada, and it has been
ruled definitively that local legislation cannot take
away the right.1 In the case of the Commonwealth the
right has been limited to require the assent of the High
Court to an appeal being brought in any matter in-
volving a question of the rights of the Commonwealth
and a State or States, or of two or more States inter se,
and the Parliament has been authorised to limit further
the appeal, by reserved bill. In the Union right to limit
is similarly given, but not in the case of New Zealand
or Newfoundland. In the Irish Free State the question
whether there is any power to abolish the appeal
depends on the interpretation of the treaty of Decem-
ber 6,1921; it is not now dependent on imperial legisla-
tion. Under the general power of alteration of Imperial
Acts given by Section 2 of the Statute it is clear that
the limitation of Dominion sovereignty in this regard
is now reduced to negligible limits. Even Canada, which
cannot amend its constitution, could abolish the appeal,
though provincial objections preclude any early prob-
ability of such action, and in any case it could be really
effective only by combined action by the provinces and
the Dominion.2 The appeal, therefore, can no longer be
deemed to derogate from Dominion sovereignty.
(10) Since the advent of self-government the King
has ceased to exercise on the advice of the British
Government the prerogative of mercy to persons con-
1 See below, Chapter XI.
2 Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiii. 251, 252 ; xiv. 108.